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they hold good in all cases.   It is a well-chosen example
of a development in a limited and purely economic
sphere.    Cunow's description of it is perfectly exact;
though when he adds that the people, " as usual ", were
conscious only of the ideological elements of the conflict,
adducing political, legal and moral reasons for their
attitude and for their claims, he. falls into error.   Both
parties were perfectly conscious of the economic nature
of the struggle and took their stand chiefly on economic
grounds.   It was by economic treatises that Dupont de
Nemours,   Gournay  and  Turgot waged  war  against
the guilds in the eighteenth century.    It was " sous la
pression des economistes",  as H.  Carre says in his
history of the time of Louis XVI, that in the second half
of the century the privileges of the guilds were first
curtailed and finally abolished.    The effect of their
writings was not confined to France alone;   they also
made a great impression in- Germany.    It is a develop-
ment that is by no means at an end;  the struggle for
and against economic limitations, for and against the
privileges of corporations, goes on, and each day affords
proof of how well aware the parties are of its economic
character.   That the corporations adduced legal reasons
for their privileges, which had a legal character, was
perfectly natural.   Neither was their citation of political
and moral arguments due to an " ideological self-decep-
tion " ; the introduction of capitalist production had,
as the Marxists well know, important political and moral
consequences.   The relations between buyer and seller
and those between employer and workmen underwent a
change, which was not always for the better.   No doubt
the ground was frequently shifted;   the adversaries,
looking out for allies, joined parties which pursued
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